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Fall 2009 

ITôS FALL ..TIME FOR OUR OPEN HOUSE!  

  

                                         

 

 

Come join the fun for BACA's 

2009 Open House 
Celebration -"1939 Hollywood 

Party". Decadent cocktails, 

tasty treats, sparkling 
conversation and merry music 

await as the BACA Board 
transform s the Club Cafe 

Cabaret into a 1930's 

Speakeasy -raffles, special 
guests. Open mic and more 

funésee page 7 for more 
details.  Free admission -but 
donations gladly accepted.  

Bring friends and introduce 
them to BACA ! 

 
 

1939 Hollywood Party! -BACA 
Open House  

                                  

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=158546080896&ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=158546080896&ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=158546080896&ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=158546080896&ref=mf
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/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯ+ÌÛÛÌÙ 

 It is a pleasure and privilege for me to be able to write to you as 

President of the Boston Association of Cabaret Artists. 

Our revamped board of directors h as the energy, experience, and passion 

necessary for the organization to live up to its potential. Together with 

our membership, we are on our way to make Boston THE destination for 

Cabaret in all of its spectacular forms: the intimate art of singing one -to-

one, heart-to-heart; its Parisian or German roots; the splendor of the 

Great American Songbook ɬ which is still being written. Whether 

Burlesque, Vaudeville, Musical Comedy, Theater, Jazz, Tin Pan Alley, 

Folk or Classical Art Song ɬ Cabaret lies waiting for a new generation to 

experience its one-of-a-kind, transcendent magic. 

We invite and encourage you to become a member of the Boston 

Association of Cabaret Artists. It is not necessary to be a performer; the 

only requirements are a love of quality entert ainment and a desire to see 

this unique art form flourish.  

Throughout the year, we will be creating a variety of programming:  

a. For the amateur enthusiast who loves to sing to live music, and needs a 

forum other than their shower.  

b. For the aspiring performer  or student who desires the tools and 

opportunities necessary to build their skill sets in order to sing 

professionally or at an advanced level.  

c. For the professional entertainer, by providing avenues to display and 

further develop their talents. Creating high-end master classes and 

showcases to help build their audience.  

d. To provide a forum for the works of new composers and lyricists, to 

nurture the ongoing writing of the Great American Songbook.  

e. To create a Young People's Performance Series and Outreach program to 

cultivate a love and interest in the Art of Cabaret and the Great American 

Songbook by bringing it to a new generation.  

f. For the lover of cabaret in all of its forms. Creating programs that will 

delight, shock, nurture, educate and inspire ɬ but most of all entertain.  

 

Our  OPEN HOUSE EXTRAVAGANZA hosted by the inimitable Brian 

Patton will be held at Club Café Cabaret on Oct 20th . Special guest stars 

and many surprises are in store! And don't forget to DRESS UP! Cabaret 

is nothing without a hi nt of Glamour! Respect the business ɬ respect the 

Art! The Board has adopted and will promote a new philosophy to treat 

each evening as if it is opening night, and we hope you will follow suit! 

So put on your evening apparel, glitter, and shined shoes and come to the 

CABARET as we begin the crusade to make Boston THE destination for 

Night Life entertainment and the Art of Cabaret performance . 

 

Boston Cabaret  

The Quarterly Newsletter of 

Boston Association of Cabaret 

Artists Inc. 

 

Annie Sharkey, Editor  

Diane  Carey, Layout  

 
PO Box 960542 ¶ Boston ¶ 
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Patricia Fitzpatrick 
Dave Hardy 
Ernie Berardinelli Jr. 
 

Ex-Officio Board Members 
Andrew Altman, Webmaster 
Jim Keating,  ListServ Administrator 
Phil Kassel, Legal Advisor 
Dennis Livingston, Web Content 
 

Advisory Board 
Ashley Lieberman, Chairperson 
Chrys Alam 
Bradford Conner 
Leslie Holmes  
Kevin Luey 

Honorary Board 
Michelle Brourman  
John Bucchino  
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Tovah Feldshuh  
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Yours sincerely, 
Eric Larivee  

President 

mailto:swilson61@charter.com
mailto:anniesharkey@rcn.com
mailto:dennis@dennislivingston.com
mailto:PFitz3131@aol.com
mailto:carol.oshaughnessy@verizon.net
mailto:andy@andrewaltman.com
mailto:blueeyedjim@yahoo.com
mailto:philkassel@verizon.net
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Getting to know the 2009 -2010 BACA Board Members

Eric Larivee   

President  

Eric Larivee is a multi -talented, 

award -winning cabaret and 

musical theater artist. He has 

appeared both on and off-

Broadway, and in almost every 

cabaret room in NYC as well as 

in Europe. 
 

In the world of cabaret, he has 

appeared at Carnegie Hall, 

Town Hall, The 92nd Street Y, 

The Algonquin, Manhattan 

Theater Club, the Hotel Edison 

2Ü××ÌÙɯ"ÓÜÉȮɯ2ÛÌÝÌɯ,Ê&ÙÈÞɀÚȮɯ

The Russian Tea Room, Eighty-

$ÐÎÏÛɀÚȮɯ3ÏÌɯ"ÐÕÌÎÙÐÓÓȮɯ3ÏÌɯ3ÙÐÈËȮɯ

Pizza on The Park, The Palace of 

Versailles and the Goodwin 

Hotel to name just a few. 
 

He has performed alongside and 

worked with Bet ty Buckley, Julie 

Wilson, Elaine Stritch, Margaret 

Whiting, Craig Carnelia, 

Michael Rupert, Judy Kuhn, 

Shirley Jones, Hildegard, Julie 

Halston, Tom Anderson, Celeste 

Holm, Maureen McGovern, Ann 

Hampton Callaway and many 

more. 
 

Eric  is the recipient of the Julie Wilson Award for Cabaret Excellence given 

ÉàɯÛÏÌɯ$ÜÎÌÕÌɯ.ɀ-ÌÐÓÓɯ"ÈÉÈÙÌÛɯ2àÔ×ÖÚÐÜÔȭ 
 

His most recent cabaret project was initiating and producing a series of 

evenings to raise funds to help save and restore the historic Roseland 

Ballroom on the south shore of Massachusetts. 
 

Eric has produced, directed and music-directed well over 300 musical 

theater and cabaret/jazz productions including the history making 

productions of Ɂ-ÌÞɯ6ÈàÚɯÛÖɯ#ÙÌÈÔ-  ɯ3ÙÐÉÜÛÌɯÛÖɯ,ÜÚÐÊÈÓɯ3ÏÌÈÛÌÙɂɯ

ÚÛÈÙÙÐÕÎɯ$ÙÐÊɀÚɯÔÌÕÛÖÙɯÈÕËɯ3Öny Award -winning Broadway legend Betty 

Buckley and the   Ɂ40th  ÕÕÐÝÌÙÚÈÙàɯ"ÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ3ÏÌɯ,ÜÚÐÊɯ,ÈÕɂ, guest 

starring Academy Award winning and movie musical legend Shirley Jones.  
 

Mr. Larivee is also a much sought after vocal technician and musical 

theater/cabaret coach and director. He maintains studios in NYC, Cambridge 

and West Hartford as well as in South Eastern Massachusetts.  
 

He is Producing Artistic Director of The Vox Humana Project wh ose 

inaugural effort is a series of master classes and concerts combining the 

ÛÈÓÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯ!ÖÚÛÖÕɀÚɯÉÙÐÎÏÛÌÚÛɯÔÜÚÐÊÈÓɯÛÏÌÈÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯÊÈÉÈÙÌÛɯÛÈÓÌÕÛÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÞÈÙË-

winning Broadway and cabaret composer/lyricist John Bucchino. 

 

Diane Carey   

Vice President  

Diane has been passionate about singing and music 

for as long as she can remember and has performed 

in a variety of musical genres.  High school and 

college days included singing folk music in local 

coffee houses, where she accompanied herself on 

guitar.   That was followed by club and restaurant 

appearances with jazz trios in the Greater Boston 

and South Coast area and community theatre work. 

 

After a decade of being away from performing, Diane came back to music 

and the stage a few years ago.   She currently blends jazz and cabaret styles 

using material from the Great Am erican Songbook and pieces from 

contemporary songwriters.   She studies vocal technique and cabaret craft 

with Karen Shepard and continues to learn about jazz methods under the 

guidance of Rebecca Parris and Paul Nagel.    She also completed acting 

courses with Jeannie Lindheim and Ellen Kelley.    

 $ÈÙÓÐÌÙɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙȮɯÚÏÌɯËÌÉÜÛÌËɯÏÌÙɯÊÈÉÈÙÌÛɯÚÏÖÞɯɁ+ÌÛɀÚɯ3ÈÓÒɯ+ÖÝÌɂɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

Blacksmith House in Cambridge.  She is founder and President of Hancock 

Research, a company that specializes in consumer product research.  ɁMy 

intention is to  support Eric by helping to manage the business aspects of his 

vision for  BACA.  Also, the Great American Songbook is close to my heart, 

and I am devoted to keeping its ÎÙÌÈÛɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÈÓÐÝÌȭɂ 
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Christopher Laconi  

Treasurer 

 

We will cover "ÏÙÐÚÛÖ×ÏÌÙɀÚɯÉÐÖɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯÕÌßÛɯÌËÐÛÐÖÕȭ

 

Annie Sharkey  

Newsletter Editor  

Annie Sharkey, a Newton resident, began her 

career in musical theater in New York City.  

She has been an vocalist in the Boston area 

for over 20 years in various venues, 

including ca baret, top forty, original rock, an 

oldies show band, and as a featured vocalist 

for the Winiker Orchestras.   

 

Annie released ÏÌÙɯÕÌÞɯÊËȮɯɁMy Heart On 

,àɯ2ÓÌÌÝÌȮɂɯÞÐÛÏɯ,ÈÙÒɯ2ÏÐÓÈÕÚÒàɯand band 

at Scullers Jazz Club, the Doubletree Hotel, 

on June 30, 2009.   Previously, she performed 

her one-woman cabaret show, Look to the 

RainbowȮɯÈÛɯ"ÓÜÉɯ"ÈÍõɯÐÕɯ!ÖÚÛÖÕɯÈÕËɯ)ÐÔÔàɯ3ÐÕÎÓÌɀÚɯÐÕɯ2ÖÔÌÙÝÐÓÓÌȭɯɯ 

 

In addition, Annie has been a featured artist at Cambridge Center for the 

 ÙÛÚɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯ! " ɀÚɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯÐÚɯ"ÈÉÈÙÌÛɯ,ÖÕÛÏȭɯɯ2he also starred in A 

Tribute to Judy Garland at the Riverside Theatre in Hyde Park. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annie serves on the Board of the 

Boston Association of Cabaret 

Artists as editor of the BACA 

newsletter. 

 

Ɂ"ÈÉÈÙÌÛɯÐÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈɯÜÕÐØÜÌ art 

form.  I think it offers something 

for everybody.  We need to keep 

trying to expose the Boston 

entertainment scene to what 

cabaret has to offer.  We all have 

many stories to tell through our 

performances.    Hopefully, we 

will continue to increase 

audience size, our membership, 

ÈÕËɯÖ×ÌÕɯÜ×ɯÕÌÞɯÝÌÕÜÌÚȭɂ 
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Patricia Fitzpatrick , Venue Development  

 

Patricia Fitzpatrick 

began her singing 

career as a member 

of the 150 voice " 

Make Way For 

Youth" chorus on 

Detroit's WJR radio 

station. While at 

college,  she was under contract to MGM Records,  in 

NYC as a 'future recording starɀ, under the stage name 

Sandy Beach. She appeared at the Detroit Playboy 

Club, and was a regular performer at the Oldest Bar in 

Key West.  

 

Pat took time out to raise her five children and 

reentered the music world after attending a Master's 

Class offered by John O'Neil and Carol O' 

Shaughnessy during the original CabaretFest in  

Provincetown . Challenged by O'Neil  to produce her 

own show by the followin g Festival, Fitzpatrick and 

Bobby Wetherbee created "Tribute to Peggy Lee" to 

great audience delight. Featured shows at "Don't Tell 

Mama's" in NYC and "Davenports" in Chicago 

generated the following review from Stu Hamstra of 

Cabaret Hotline. "Maybe it was my frame of mind on that 

evening, but " Single,Again and this Time it's not my 

Fault" is perhaps the best show I've seen this year... or 

ÌÝÌÙȵɂ 

 

Fitzpatrick was a featured artist in the world Premier 

ÖÍɯ*ÈÕËÌÙɯȫɯ$ÉÉÚɯɁ+ÈËàȮɯ+ÖÝÌÙȮɯ+ÐÈÙȮɯ6ÏÖÙÌɆɯÐÕɯ

Provincetown, the summer of 2005. Since her 

retirement from the office of Tourism Director for the 

Town of Provincetown in 2005, Fitzpatrick has created 

a booking agency for cabaret performers: Cape Cod 

Cabaret www.capecodcabaret.com works with talent 

to produce and promote their careers. 

 

She will be appearing, for the first time, at Ronnie's in 

the West End of London and performing  in Brighton 

Beach, this November.  A singer, actress, performer, 

and producer, Fitzpatrick brings her wealth of 

knowledge to the BACA Board and is eager to expand 

the audiences and venues for members of BACA.  

Ɂ#ÜÙÐÕÎɯÔàɯÚÌÊÖÕË term as a board member of 

BACA,  I look forward to bringing new people into the 

organization and creating new venues where we can 

bring the art form of cabaret to a wider audience."  

 

 

Dave Hardy  
Dave was raised in 

various small towns in 

New York, and his love 

affair with  

both music and radio 

began at an early age.  

Around age 8, Dave was 

given his first radio, 

which he listened to constantly.   He remembers being 

very excited when, at age 9, he found out that you could 

actually buy and own some of the records they played 

on the radio.  At age 16, his birthday gift was a nigh t at 

the local radio station.  It was tremendously exciting at 

the time, and he remembers it well to this day.   Around 

that time his interest in computers was also sparked by 

his high school when he  obtained time on the local 

university's mainframe comput er, and he spent many an 

afternoon there computing.  During the CB craze of the 

ȿƛƔɅÚȮɯ#ÈÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÏÐÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÛÙÈÕÚÔÐÛÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯ%""ɯÓÐÊÌÕÚÌȮɯÈÕËɯ

began his first "on/air" experiences. He got his ham radio 

license in 1987 and is still somewhat active with that 

today. 

 

IÕɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌȮɯ#ÈÝÌɀÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÚɯÐÕɯÉÖÛÏɯÔÜÚÐÊɯÈÕËɯÊÖÔ×ÜÛÐÕÎɯ

continued, and he began expanding his music collection at 

Syracuse University. He applied to the college radio 

station, hoping to get a show, but only made it about 

three-quarters of the way thr ough its training and testing 

procedures.  It wasn't until Dave moved to the Boston area 

and began working as a programmer/analyst at MIT that 

he actually completed their radio station's procedures and 

got his first radio show.   He started by playing show tunes 

and comedy/novelty songs, on alternating weeks, and 

started his Cabaret Corner show some time after that as a 

segment of the Broadway show.  The show ran for several 

years before being cancelled by the station, but he gained a 

lot of experience and learned a lot about cabaret and other 

music while there.   Ɂ(ɯÏÖ×ÌɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯÔàɯÉÈÊÒÎÙÖÜÕËɯÐÕɯÙÈËÐÖȮɯ

computers, and music to help BACA grow in  

ÞÏÈÛÌÝÌÙɯÞÈàɯ(ɯÊÈÕȭɂ 

 

http://www.capecodcabaret.com/
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Rich White  

 Born in Philadelphia, PA, 

Rich started singing in 

churches and school choirs at 

the age of 8. He was one of 

the founding members of the 

All -Philadelphia Boys, Junior 

High and High School Choir, 

and he was often a featured 

soloist. He sang with the Lyric 

Opera Company of 

Philadelphia and the Rittenhouse Square Opera 

Company of Philadelphi a in both chorus and 

principal roles.  
 

Teaming up with his high school friend, G. P. Silcox as 

ÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÌËàɯÛÌÈÔɯÖÍɯɁ2ÐÓÊÖßɯÈÕËɯ6ÏÐÛÌȮɂɯÏÌɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌËɯ

in many supper clubs and nightclubs in Philadelphia, 

New Jersey and New York City, opening for 

performers lik e Sammy Davis, Jr., Buddy Greco, 

Jimmy Durante, Al Martino, and Buddy Hackett. 

They also performed at the resort hotels in the 

Poconos and Catskill Mountains, the Fountainbleu 

Hotel in Miami, and at the Flamingo Hotel in Las 

Vegas.  Rich worked for two seasons with the 

American Shakespeare Festival Theater of Stratford, 

CT, appearing in various roles in their productions of 

Ɂ,ÙÚȭɯ6ÈÙÙÌÕɀÚɯ/ÙÖÍÌÚÚÐÖÕȮɂȰɯɁ3ÏÌɯ,ÌÙÊÏÈÕÛɯ.Íɯ

5ÌÕÐÊÌȮɂɯɁ)ÜÓÐÜÚɯ"ÈÌÚÈÙȮɂɯɁ,ÈÊÉÌÛÏȮɂɯÈÕËɯɁ3ÏÌɯ#ÌÝÐÓɀÚɯ

#ÐÚÊÐ×ÓÌȭɂ 
 

He shifted to stunt wo rk in 1968 and earned his living 

for much of the next 20 years as a stuntman, stunt 

director, and second unit director, working on such 

ÍÐÓÔÚɯÈÚɯɁ3ÏÌɯ&ÖÖËȮɯ3ÏÌɯ!ÈËȮɯ ÕËɯ3ÏÌɯ4ÎÓàȮɂɯɁ.ÕÊÌɯ

4×ÖÕɯ ɯ3ÐÔÌɯ(Õɯ3ÏÌɯ6ÌÚÛȮɂɯɁ'ÖÖ×ÌÙȮɂɯɁ"ÈÕÕÖÕÉÈÓÓɯ

1ÜÕȮɂɯɁɂ"ÙÖÚÚɯ.Íɯ(ÙÖÕȮɂɁ2ÏÈÙÒÌàɀÚɯ,ÈÊÏÐÕÌȮɂɯ

Ɂ2ÔÖÒÌàɯ ÕËɯ3ÏÌɯ!ÈÕËÐÛȮɂɯÈÕËɯɁ%ÙÐÎÏÛɯ-ÐÎÏÛɂɯÈÕËɯ

ÛÌÓÌÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÚÏÖÞÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯɁ'ÈÙËÊÈÚÛÓÌɯ ÕËɯ

,Ê"ÖÙÔÐÊÒȮɂɯɁ3ÏÌɯ#ÜÒÌÚɯ.Íɯ'ÈááÈÙËȮɂɯɁ1ÌÔÐÕÎÛÖÕɯ

2ÛÌÌÓÌȮɂɯɁ5ÌÎÈȜȮɂɯɁ2×ÌÕÚÌÙɯ%ÖÙɯ'ÐÙÌȮɂɯÈÕËɯɁ'ÈÞÒȭɂɯ 
 

Rich served in the U.S. Army in Vietnam in 1970-1971 

(winning the Bronze Star and two Army 

Commendation Medals while assigned to the U.S. 

Army Rangers). Rich continued his performing, 

touring under the auspices of the USO on U.S. 

military bases around Europe in productions of 

Ɂ(ÕÏÌÙÐÛɯ3ÏÌɯ6ÐÕËȮɂɯɁ2ÈÔÌ 3ÐÔÌȮɯ-ÌßÛɯ8ÌÈÙȮɂɯÈÕËɯ

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ+ÐÖÕɯ(Õɯ6ÐÕÛÌÙɂɯÈÕËɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÚɯÖÕÌ-man singing 

act. He was seen in over 150 performances of the one-

man-×ÓÈàɯɁ"ÓÈÙÌÕÊÌɯ#ÈÙÙÖÞɂɯÖÕɯ ÙÔàȮɯ-ÈÝàȮɯÈÕËɯ

Air Force bases in Germany, Italy and Spain (playing 

in front of audiences that rang ed from 40 to 2,500 

people).  
 

With fellow performers such as Ralph Waite & 

,ÐÊÏÈÌÓɯ+ÌÈÙÕÌËɯȹÖÍɯ35ɀÚɯɁ3ÏÌɯ6ÈÓÛÖÕÚɂȺȮɯ#ÖÕÈÓËɯ

,ÖÍÍÌÛÛɯȹɁ"ÓÌÈÙɯ ÕËɯ/ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯ#ÈÕÎÌÙɂȺɯÈÕËɯ#ÈÕÈɯ$ÓÊÈÙɯ

ȹ35ɀÚɯɁ,Ê&ÜàÝÌÙɂȺȮɯÏÌɯÏÌÓ×ÌËɯÍÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÚɯ ÕÎÓÌÚɯ

 ÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ3ÏÌÈÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯËÐÙÌÊÛÌËɯÐÛÚɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯɁ6ÏÖɀÚɯ

 ÍÙÈÐËɯ.Íɯ5ÐÙÎÐÕÐÈɯ6ÖÖÓÍȳɂɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯLucky in 

ÐÛÚɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯɁ6ÈÐÛÐÕÎɯ%ÖÙɯ&ÖËÖÛȭɂɯɯ1ÐÊÏɯÈÓÚÖɯ

contributed his voice to the cartoon character 

Bumblebee ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÈÕÐÔÈÛÌËɯÚÌÙÐÌÚɯɁ3ÏÌɯ3ÙÈÕÚÍÖÙÔÌÙÚȭɂɯ

In 1988 he settled down in the Boston, Massachusetts 

area. 
 

Rich works as a vocal coach and teacher for local jazz 

and cabaret singers. He still acts and directs in plays 

with many local non -professional theaters and has 

received awards and recognition from the 

Independent Reviewers of New England and the 

Eastern Massachusetts Association of Community 

Theaters. 

 

 

Ernie Berard inelli Jr.  

 

 

Ɂ(ɯÍÖÙÌÚÌÌɯ! " ɯÈÚɯÈɯ

catalyst for anyone and 

everyone to learn about 

and to enjoy the art of 

ÊÈÉÈÙÌÛɂ.   

6ÌɀÓÓ ×ÖÚÛɯ $ÙÕÐÌɀÚɯ ÉÐÖɯ

in the next issue. 
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Sara Curry 
Volunteer Coordinator  

Sara studied voice/acting in a cabaret class at HB Studio for six years in Manhattan with 

George Axiltree.    She studied with vocal coach Dan Manjovi, jazz/pop/rock/ show tunes 

performer/musician in Manhattan.  Sar a sang at Golf Resort in the Pocono region with 

1ÖÎÌÙɯ ÊÒÌÙɯ)ÈááɯÉÈÕËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƝƔɀÚȭɯ2ÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÊÈÚÛɯÐÕɯÔÜÚÐÊÈÓɯɁ,ÈÔÌɂɯÞÐÛÏɯ6ÌÚÛÖÕɯ

%ÙÐÌÕËÓàɯ3ÏÌÈÛÙÌɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƙȭɯɯ2ÈÙÈɯÏÈÚɯÛÈÜÎÏÛɯÍÖÙɯɁ%ÈÔÐÓàɯ,ÜÚÐÊɂɯ2ÖÕÎɤ#ÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯàÖÜÕÎÚÛÌÙÚɯ

and families at the YMCA in Shrew sbury, and coordinated musical events for holiday 

parties 2007/2008.   

Vocalist with the Newton Swing Band since 2006, she performs at gigs at Independent Living Facilities, Assisted 

Living Facilities, Senior Centers, Churches, Temple Halls, Pancake Breakfast Functions, Hopkinton Craft Fair, as 

ÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯ!ÙÈÕËÌÐÚɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɤ'ÈÙÝÈÙËɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɤ6ÌÓÓÌÚÓÌàɯ+ÐÉÙÈÙàȭɯɯɯ2ÏÌɀÚɯÈɯÝÖÊÈÓÐÚÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÓÓÐÚÛÖÕɯ!ÐÎɯ!ÈÕËɯÈÕËɯ

has been featured at Cabaret Open Mike Night at Amazing Things Art Center.  Sara currently serves on the BACA 

board, of managing volunteer activities for upcoming events.      

2ÈÙÈɯÏÈÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯÏÌÙɯÖÞÕɯÌÕÛÌÙÛÈÐÕÔÌÕÛɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁ,ÜÚÐÊÈÓɯ2ÏÖÞÊÈÚÌÚȮɂÞÏÐÊÏɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÌɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÉÈÕËɯ

scenarios with a number of musicians, including a violinist,jazz pian ist, bassist, percussionist, trumpeter, two 

baritones, a ukulele player, and guitarist for luau functions.   

A trained registered nurse, as well as writer/poet, Sara now works primarily as a vocalist.  

Ɂ3ÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯ6Ìɯ"ÈÕɯ%Óàɯ3Öɯ&ÙÌÈÛÌÙɯ'ÌÐÎÏÛÚɂɯÐÚɯÔàɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÌȭ   It is something I feel very deeply.  Talent is for sharing;  

it should never be contained or self-ÚÌÌÒÐÕÎȭɯɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯ×ÙÐÔÈÙÐÓàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÐÝÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÖÜÛ×ÖÜÙÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÖÕÌɀÚɯÚÖÜÓȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

longs and thirsts for connection with others and something bigger than onesÌÓÍȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÐÛɯÔÈÎÐÊÈÓȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÛÙÜÌɯÍÖÙɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÐÕÎȮɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÕÎȮɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÊÒÚÛÈÎÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÏÖɯÈÚÚÐÚÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÐÛȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÈÒÌÚɯ

ÜÚɯÛÙÈÕÚÊÌÕËɯÛÐÔÌɯÈÕËɯ×ÓÈÊÌȭɯɯɯ(ɯÐÕÛÌÕÚÌÓàɯËÐÚÓÐÒÌɯÊÖÔ×ÌÛÐÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÌÔÉÙÈÊÌɯÛÌÈÔÞÖÙÒȭɯɯɯɯ6ÏàɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯÉÌɯ

a ÓÖÝÌÓàɯÍÓÖÞÌÙɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÈÙËÌÕȳɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÙÖÖÔɯÍÖÙɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌȭɯɯ(ɯÏÖ×Ìɯ(ɯÊÈÕɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ! " ɯÞÖÙÓËȭɂ 
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To some she was a 

jazz vocalist, others a 

supper club 

entertainer, and 

because of her way 

with a lyric, we can 

call her one of our 

own, a cabaret singer. 

Born in East Durham, 

New York on April 28, 

1928, Dearie received 

her unusual name 

after a neighbor 

brought peach 

blossoms to her house the day she was born.  She started 

piano lessons when she was 5 and studied classical 

music until her teenage years.  Then jazz grabbed her 

musicality when she played in her high school dance 

band.  After graduation , she moved to New York City to 

pursue her music career. 

Her first gig was singing with the Blue flames, a vocal 

group with the Woody Herman big band.  In 1952, while 

performing at the Chantilly Club in Greenwich Village, 

Dearie met Nicole Barclay, who, wi th her husband, 

ÖÞÕÌËɯ!ÈÙÊÓÈàɯ1ÌÊÖÙËÚȭɯɯ Ûɯ-ÐÊÖÓÌɀÚɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÐÖÕȮɯÚÏÌɯ

went to Paris and formed the vocal group The Blue 

Stars.  They had a hit in France and the USA with 

Ɂ+ÜÓÓÈÉàɯÖÍɯ!ÐÙËÓÈÕËȭɂɯɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯÐÕɯ/ÈÙÐÚȮɯÚÏÌɯÔÌÛɯ-ÖÙÔÈÕɯ

Granz, who signed her to Verve Records.  Verve 

produced six albums with her, and she was known for 

Ɂ,àɯ&ÌÕÛÓÌÔÈÕɯ%ÙÐÌÕËȭɂ 

She returned to NYC, resuming her solo career, playing 

such clubs as the Versailles, the Blue Angel, and the 

Village Vanguard.  She was a guest on Jack Paar, Merv 

Grif fin, and Johnny Carson.   

In 1966, she made the first of what was to be annual 

È××ÌÈÙÈÕÊÌÚɯÈÛɯ1ÖÕÕÐÌɯ2ÊÖÛÛɀÚɯ"ÓÜÉɯÐÕɯ+ÖÕËÖÕȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ

ÚÏÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÙÈÝÌɯÙÌÝÐÌÞÚɯÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÈɯÚÐÕÎÌÙɀÚɯ

ÚÐÕÎÌÙȮɂɯÍÖÙɯÏÌÙɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÐÕÛÌÙ×ÙÌÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÓàÙÐÊÚɯÈÕËɯ

her utmost reÚ×ÌÊÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔ×ÖÚÌÙɀÚɯÐÕÛÌÕÛÐÖÕÚȭɯɯ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯ

1960s, she also made some albums for Capitol Records, 

ÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙȮɯɁ,Èàɯ(ɯ"ÖÔÌɯ(Õȭɂ 

(ÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓàɯƕƝƛƔÚȮɯÜÕÏÈ××àɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯÓÈÉÌÓÚɀɯ

disinterest in her style of music, she started her own 

compÈÕàȮɯ#ÈÍÍÖËÐÓɯ1ÌÊÖÙËÚȭɯɯɁ,àɯNew Celebrity Is 

8ÖÜȮɂɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÛÓÌɯÚÖÕÎ on the first album , was written for 

her by Johnny Mercer, and is said to be the last piece he 

wrote before his death.  The record also contained eight 

of her ÖÞÕɯÊÖÔ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ#ÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯȿƛƔs she appeared 

ÈÛɯ"ÈÙÕÌÎÐÌɯ'ÈÓÓɯÞÐÛÏɯ)ÖÌɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔÚɯÈÕËɯ ÕÐÛÈɯ.ɀ#Èàȭɯɯ 

In 1981, Blossom appeared with Dave Frishberg for three 

ÞÌÌÒÚɯÈÛɯ,ÐÊÏÈÌÓɀÚɯ/ÜÉɯÐÕɯ,ÈÕÏÈÛÛÈÕȭɯɯ#ÌÈÙÐÌɯÔÈËÌɯ

ÍÈÔÖÜÚɯÔÈÕàɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯÚÖÕÎÚȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯɁ/ÌÌÓɯ,Ìɯ ɯ

&ÙÈ×ÌȮɂɯɁ(ɀÔɯ'Ð×ȮɂɯÈÕËɯɁ,àɯ ÛÛÖÙÕÌàɯ!ÌÙÕÐÌȭɂɯɯ'ÌÙɯÖÞÕɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÞÌÙÌɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙɯÞÐÛÏɯÍÈÕÚȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯɁ(ɯ+ÐÒÌɯ

8ÖÜȮɯ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯ-ÐÊÌȮɂɯɁ(ɀÔɯ2ÏÈËÖÞÐÕÎɯ8ÖÜȮɂɯÈÕËɯɁ'Ìàɯ

)ÖÏÕȭɂɯɯ(ÕɯƕƝƜƗȮɯÚÏÌɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌËɯÙÌÎÜÓÈÙÓàɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÓÓɯ

Room, a Manhattan nightclub.  In 1985, she was the first 

recipient of the Mabel  Mercer Foundation Award , for 

outstanding supper club performer.  

'ÌÙɯÍÐÕÈÓɯÈÓÉÜÔȮɯɁ!ÓÖÚÚÖÔɀÚɯ/ÓÈÕÌÛȮɂɯÙÌÓÌÈÚÌËɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƔȮɯ

was her romantic interpretation of Brazilian bossa nova 

songs.  The last record Ms. Dearie recorded was a single, 

a ballad dedicated to the victims and survivors of 9/11.  

On February 9, 2009, she died in her sleep of natural 

causes.  Her last public appearances in 2006 were at the 

now-ÊÓÖÚÌËɯ#ÈÕÕàɀÚɯ2ÒàÓÐÎÏÛɯ1ÖÖÔɯÐÕɯ,ÐËÛÖÞÕɯ

Manhattan.  

Blossom possessed a unique little-girl voice and always  

wore her blond hair in a neat pageboy.  Although her 

instrument was delicate, she had an incredible range.  

She playfully related lyrics, but her point of view was 

never lost to her audience.  Such clear sweet notes, such 

sophisticated interpretation.  No  one else sounded like 

Blossom Dearie, and no one ever will.  Blossom, we will 

miss you. 

Discography  

Blossom Dearie (Verve 1957), Give Him The Ooh -La-

La (Verve 1957), Once Upon A Summertime (Verve 

1958), Blossom Dearie Sings Comden And Green 

(Verve 1959), My Gentleman Friend (Verve 1959), 

Broadway Song Hits (Verve 1960), May I Come In? 

(Capitol 1966), Blossom Dearie Sings (Daffodil 1974), 

My New Celebrity Is You (Daffodil 1975), Winchester 

In Apple Blossom Time (Daffodil 1979), Et Tu Bruce? 

(Larrikin 1984),  Blossom Dearie Sings Rootin' Songs 

(DIW 1987), Songs Of Chelsea (Daffodil 1987), 

Needlepoint Magic (Daffodil 1988), Featuring Bobby 

Jasper (1988), Blossom Time At Ronnie Scott's 1966 

recording (Redial 1998). 

  

Compilation:  

The Special Magic Of Blossom Dea rie (1975). 

From the Encyclopedia of Popular Music.  


